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sprinkled from the branches and pierced through the snow
to the very earth. Already the intoxicating vegetative scent
of spring was rising, and the orchards were perfumed with"
cherries. Holes appeared in the icy sheet of the Don, the
ice retreated from the banks, and clear green water flooded
over the edges of the water-holes.
A transport carrying munitions to the Donietz front was'
to change its sledges at Tatarsk. The Red Army men
accompanying it proved to be spirited lads. Their com-
mander remained in the Revolutionary Committee to watch
over Ivan Alexievich, remarking : "I'll stop with you, or
you'll be clearing off before we know where you are." The
others went to collect sledges. Forty-seven two-horse
sledges were required.
Yemelian, Mokhov's former coachman, went along to the
Melekhovs' hut and saw Piotra.
" Harness up your horses to carry munitions to Boko-
vaya/' he said.
Without turning a hair, Piotra snorted :
" The horses are lame, and yesterday I carried wounded to
Vieshenska with the mare."
Yemelian said no more, but turned and ran to the stable.
Piotra ran after him, shouting:
" Do you hear ?  Wait a bit. . . ."
" Stop playing the fool I " Yemelian gazed sternly at
Piotra and added: "I don't want to look at your horses.
I expect you've made them lame yourself. You can't pull
the wool over my eyes. I've seen as many horses in my
time as you've seen horsedung. Harness them up : horses
or bullocks, it's all the same to me."
Gregor went with the transport. Before his departure
he ran into the kitchen, kissed his children and hurriedly
told them:
" I'll bring you back something nice, only you behave
yourselves and listen to what your mother says/' But to
Piotra he added : " Don't worry about me, I shan't go far.
If they want us to go farther than Bokovaya I shall leave
the bullocks behind and come back. But I may not return
to the village* I'm thinking of going to our aunt at Singin.
I don't like hanging about here." He smiled. "Well,
good-bye/'
" The Reds are fighting so that they can have a better